[The ambulatory-stationary interface in medical health care: problems, model of explanation, and possible solutions].
Due to the strict separation between ambulatory and hospital care in Germany, there are problems in terms of communication between the different health-care sectors which can lead to discontinuity in care or to treatment errors. There are only very few studies in Germany so far dealing with the ambulatory-stationary interface from the clinicians' point of view. The quality of collaboration at the interface between ambulatory and hospital care is judged to be deficient by hospital physicians. Deficits in terms of communication and organization are common reasons for this problem which is also demonstrated in other foreign studies. Against the background of the model of interaction in the ambulatory-stationary interface, several solutions for a better communication between physicians in ambulatory and stationary sector are discussed: gate keeper model, standardized patient hospitalization report, electronic health cards or other strategies like the Danish model (general practioners as advisors and coordinators in hospitals) or transsectoral quality circles.